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Mary Malloy teaches maritime studies for SEA Semester, helping 
make history come alive for her students. She is also an author 
of both fiction and non-fiction books. She had this birth when she 
stayed aboard the SSV Corwith Cramer in Woods Hole after a SEA 
student reunion in June. PAGE 16 

MERRILY CASSIDY/CAPE COD TIMES

Mike Sarowsky, a professional gardener 
from Harwich, rakes around the bushes at 
a Stephen Phillips Road home in Dennis. 
Sarowsky prefers to do the majority of 
cleanup chores in the fall. Other gardeners 
wait until spring or tackle cleanup plant by 
plant. PAGE 8

ON THE COVER 
Mary Malloy was in Woods Hole in 
June to reunite with past students of 
SEA Semester abord the SSV Corwith 
Cramer. Malloy is a historian, teacher, 
author and singer of maritime songs.  
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MARY 
MALLOY

smile. “It really catches students by 
surprise.”

Malloy has a doctorate in Ameri-
can studies from Brown University 
and teaches maritime studies for 
SEA. She also teaches museum stud-
ies for Harvard University where she 
won the 2010 Shattuck Award for 
Excellence in Teaching.

She’s quick to point out that she’s 

not a scientist or a sailor. “I’m a histo-
rian ... I love providing the context.” 
The research being done on these 
ships is important scientific work, 
Malloy said. She’s proud of the state-
of-the-art research labs tucked into 
the beautiful wood interiors of the 
ships, but just as important to the 
science, she stresses, is the historical 
reference to why this work is neces-

sary.
“Students are really interested in 

environmental change,” she said. 
“But they won’t understand why cer-
tain environmental situations exist if 
they don’t understand the history of 
colonialism. How do you work across 
boundaries? Looking at that from the 
historical perspective is very impor-
tant.”

She uses her recent trip to South 
Pacific as an example of this cross 
between history and science. “Tahiti 
looks at sustainability as produc-
tion and consumption being equal,” 
she says. “The last time Tahiti was 
sustainable was about 50 years ago.” 
But finding solutions moves beyond 

BY PAULINE GREENBERG

A 
chilly mist was roll-
ing across Dyers Dock 
in Woods Hole just as 
Mary Malloy was com-
ing up on deck of the 

SSV Corwith Cramer, one of Sea 
Education Association’s (SEA) grand 
sailing vessels. The dank afternoon 
was more like a scene from Malloy’s 
novel, “The Wandering Heart,” a 
story of medieval England, than a 
June afternoon on Cape Cod.

But it was reunion weekend for 
SEA where Malloy is a professor, 
and it would take more than a little 
bad weather to dampen her excite-
ment. Malloy’s passion for SEA, its 
students and the work that they do, 
is written on her face. She beams 
when she talks, and has a smile as 
broad and bright as the majestic sails 
on the ship. 

SEA is an internationally known 
institute providing undergraduate 
ocean education. College students 
from all disciplines can study the 
ocean and experience life on the tall 
ships. The semester gives students 
six weeks of classroom work at the 
Woods Hole campus, and six weeks 
on board one of the two SEA sailing 
ships. SEA also has shorter programs 
for doctoral students and high school 
students.

When Malloy took the position 
with SEA she originally thought 
it was a first step on her way to a 
professorship at a big university. 

She never anticipated how well 
she would fit at SEA. “Now I can’t 
believe how central it is to my life,” 
she says.

Former students and shipboard 
staff greet Malloy as they would a 
treasured family member, a sure sign 
of just how central she is to SEA. 
Many are welcoming Malloy back 
because she just returned from a 
two-month trip on the SEA sailing 
ship that is stationed in the Pacific. 
She spent the time teaching from a 
classroom in Honolulu and accom-
panying students on research jaunts 
between Hawaii and Tahiti, with 
stops in other exotic locations like 
Christmas Island.

Yet, it’s the reunion weekend that 
has everyone buzzing and prepar-
ing for fun. One student comes by 

and asks if they’ll be singing later 
on. Malloy and her husband, Stuart 
Frank, are authorities on musical 
traditions on shipboard and are inter-
nationally known for performing the 
songs of American mariners. Malloy’s 
also known for bringing these songs 
into her classroom lectures. “It’s 
nice to break into a cappella in the 
middle of a lecture,” she says with a 

About the author
Pauline Greenberg, certified 

fundraising executive, is a 
mother and journalist. She’s 
a former education reporter 
and a weekly columnist for 
the Times Herald Record in 

Middletown, N.Y. She has 
enjoyed freelance writing for 

many Cape and regional 
publications while building 

a career in the non-profit 
sector. She is currently the 
director of leadership giv-

ing for Hospice & Palliative 
Care of Cape Cod. She has 
a degree in journalism from 
the State University of New 
York at New Paltz. She lives 

in Mashpee with her life-
partner, Brian, and an occa-

sional grown child. She is 
also enjoying her newest role 

in life as Grammy to their 
grandson who sometimes 

calls himself Batman.

A PROFESSOR brings history  
to life onboard the tall ships  

of the SEA program.

Quickhits
WebLinks

For more on SEA Semester, field 
programs in marine and environ-
mental studies:
www.sea.edu

For more on Mary Malloy and her 
books:
www.marymalloy.net

RON SCHLOERB/CAPE COD TIMES

Mary Malloy teaches maritime studies for the SEA Semester, as well as museum studies for Harvard University. She is a gifted storyteller and brings history to life for her students, her fiction and non-fiction readers and anyone 
who happens to hear her speak (or sing!) about her favorite maritime subjects. At a recent student reunion aboard the SSV Corwith Cramer docked in Woods Hole, Molloy explained how the carousel water sampler works.  

PLEASE SEE MALLOY, PAGE 18
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understand the dynamics of a tribal 
culture now ruled by France, and the 
two sides – those who want the Euro-
pean influence and those who believe 
Tahiti should be independent. Solv-
ing environmental issues becomes a 
political problem as well.

“What we offer in our SEA se-
mester, students don’t get anywhere 
else,” she says. In this last trip to 
the Pacific Malloy worked with the 
ship’s captain and the chief scientist 
for three years to put the curriculum 
together, and then they taught as a 
team. 

“My contribution to society is to 
make students think about really 
hard issues,” she says. In addition to 
her lessons on history, boundaries, 
and outside cultural and political 
influences, she wants them to think 
about their own place in the world.

“We go to someplace like Christ-
mas Island where there are no toi-
lets,” she says. “I want my students to 
explore the relationship of the ship 
in the world.”

Below deck on the regal Corwith 
Cramer, the wood interior is meticu-
lously kept. During their six weeks 
at sea Malloy says students will do 
every job on the ship. 
There are a maximum 
of 25 students and 
10 professional crew 
members. Eight stu-
dents, a mate and an 
assistant scientist are 
assigned to each shift.

Even though her 
knees betray her on 
this damp day, Mal-
loy doesn’t hesitate to 
maneuver the narrow 
stairwells between 
deck levels, and is 
excitedly planning to 
spend Saturday night 
of reunion weekend 
onboard ship. She has 
a natural ease on the 
ship.

History is a true love 
of Malloy’s, and she’s a 
master at bringing it to life. Walking 
the decks of this tall ship with her 
almost feels like taking a step back in 
time. But she’s quick to point out the 
innovative lab equipment, and the 

impressive carousel water sampler 
hooked to the massive winch on deck 
that will open and close automati-
cally, collecting samples from 12 dif-

ferent sea depths. 
It doesn’t matter if 

Malloy’s explaining 
the intricate detail of 
the high-tech sampler, 
lecturing doctoral stu-
dents, giving a concert 
of ancient songs, or 
reading from one of 
her books, Malloy tells 
a great tale. 

As an author, she has 
penned four non-fic-
tion books on maritime 
trade, including “Devil 
on the Deep Blue Sea: 
The Notorious Career 
of Captain Samuel Hill 
of Boston,” which won 
the 2006 John Ly-
man Book Award for 
Best Maritime Biogra-
phy. “The Wandering 

Heart” is her first foray into fiction, 
and the first book in a planned tril-
ogy. The next installment, titled 
“Paradise Walk,” is due out in 2011.

It seems unnatural that Malloy 

would be surrounded by the vast 
beauty of such unspoiled places as 
Tahiti and Christmas Island, and be 
hunkered below deck writing about 
15th century England. Yet Malloy 
says that after teaching all morning, 
the afternoons at sea prove to be 
productive writing time, and so far 
she has finished two books on two 
voyages.

Moreover, even though her sub-
ject matter seems as far from the 
South Pacific as one can get, in “The 
Wandering Heart” her protagonist, 
Elizabeth Manning, delves into the 
myths and legends of the voyages of 
Captain James Cook and William 
Bligh, English explorers who sailed 
the same waters where Malloy spent 
her days writing.

She loves making that kind of 
connection for her students as well 
as her readers. When she’s teaching 
about colonialism in the Caribbean, 
they’re learning about the young 
crew – just about their own age – 
who sailed with Christopher Colum-
bus to find new worlds. When she 
prepares them to visit Nuku Hiva in 
the South Pacific Marquesas Islands, 

Malloy

My contribution 
to society is to 
make students 

think about really 
hard issues.
MARY MALLOY,  

HISTORIAN

TEACHES MARITIME 
STUDIES FOR SEA 

SEMESTER & MUSEUM 
STUDIES FOR HARVARD 

UNIVERSITY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17
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they read Herman Melville’s “Typee,” 
which is loosely based on his time as 
a captive on the island.

And with every fresh semester of 
students she looks forward to her 
most favorite part of teaching. In 
the Pacific this spring it happened 
while she was sitting in the 
back of a windowless room 
in Honolulu, with the kids 
huddled around a computer 
working on a research proj-
ect. “And I watch as that 
aha moment comes across 
their faces. When they find 
that one piece that brings it 
all to life for them.” 

“I am a real booster for 
our program. I believe it 
is a life-changing event for 
students,” she says. “Students make a 
commitment to do something really 
special coming here.”

There is an emotional component 
to the six weeks at sea that catches 
many students by surprise, she says. 
“A lot of unexpected feelings come 
bubbling up when you’re on watch 
from 12 a.m. to 4 a.m.” Not to men-
tion, she adds, the awe-inspiring 
sight of the Pacific night sky where 

you can see the entire Milky Way 
stretched before you.

Malloy says the typical SEA 
student is female, an environmental 
studies major and from a college in 
the Northeast. Elizabeth Manning, 
the protagonist in Malloy’s novel, is 
a mid-career history professor at a 

fictional university based 
in Charlestown, but in 
a published interview 
about the book Malloy 
admits that is where the 
similarities between Mal-
loy and Manning end. 

Manning is a tad nosy, 
which gets her into more 
than one precarious situ-
ation, and her allegiance 
is to the research and the 
mystery, where Malloy 
clearly aligns with her 

students and bringing history to life 
for their benefit. 

The relationships she builds with 
students last long after the 12 weeks 
are up, she says, proudly admitting 
that she’s had the pleasure of help-
ing some of them with their writing. 
“I just helped a student edit his first 
published book.”

She is clearly excited to start the 

History is 
a true love 
of Malloy’s, 
and she’s a 
master at 

bringing it to 
life.

festivities of reunion weekend and 
the stream of students and visitors 
seeking her out aboard the Cramer 
seem as steady as the increasing rain. 
Malloy has just celebrated 20 years 
with SEA, and still her enthusiasm 
for the upcoming weekend, and an-
ticipated new semester is contagious.

Looking back on her career, she 
says she is proud of the influence she 
has had on the curriculum to incor-
porate the historical perspective, and 
how that has affected her students. “I 
still believe that each individual can 
make a difference in this world.” 

1. Narragansett, inaugurated in 
Rhode Island in 1891. Packaging 
icon Native American “Chief Gan-
sett” was designed by Theodore 
Geisel, aka Dr. Suess.

2. Carling Black Label. “Hey Ma-
bel – Black Label!” was the refrain. 
The beer is still produced, but, like 
many of the old brands, has un-
dergone multiple ownerships and 
faces an uncertain future.

3. Miller Lite, spawn of Miller 
High Life. The potential stigma of 
drinking low-calorie beer was neu-

tralized by campaigns based on 
the slogan “Everything you always 
wanted in a beer ... and less” and 
the mock-debate of “Tastes Great, 
Less Filling.” It’s now in the fourth 
market spot in the United States.

4. Called “Respect,” the ad 
showed the majestic Bud Clydes-
dales journeying through snowy 
countryside toward New York 
City, where they bowed toward 
the emptied skyline in memory of 
those lost in the World Trade Cen-
ter attacks. It aired on 9/11/02.

5. Schaefer Beer, which used 
the jingle from the 1950s to the 
1970s. Now owned by Pabst Brew-
eries, it’s long since lost its top 
selling momentum.

QuizAnswers
Quiz, Page 30
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